
The Hidden Gems Wilderness Proposal needs your help now!  

Congressmen Jared Polis is reviewing the Hidden Gems Wilderness Proposal for Summit and Eagle Counties, and we need hundreds of people to show their support!
It is absolutely critical that as many people as possible contact Rep. Polis in the next 20 days and urge him to introduce and support legislation protecting the Hidden Gems. 
With your help we can get this proposal passed by Congress and protect more than 243,000 acres of wild lands and vital habitat in Central Colorado.

There are two really important ways you can act:
1)    Simply click here to send Rep. Polis a letter supporting Hidden Gems (We've provide the text but feel free to modify the letter as you see fit.) Once you hit “Send” it will go directly to the e-mail address that the congressman set up for Hidden Gems comments. 

2)    Attend one of three open house meetings during the first week of June.  This is the single most important thing you can to to help make the Hidden Gems a reality and leave a legacy of wilderness for you children and grandchildren- in perpetuity.  

Rep. Polis is currently gathering public input in considering whether to introduce a bill in Congress to designate the Hidden Gems as wilderness.  A strong showing is critical to drive home the message—Coloradans support Hidden Gems.   Can you commit to coming to one of the open houses in Boulder, Edwards or Breckenridge?    Just click below to choose a time and a date.  We'll follow up with more details and help with transportation.   

· Boulder- Tuesday, June 1 5:00-7:00
· Edwards - Thursday June 3 5:00-7:00
· Breckenridge - Friday June 4 12:00-1:30
 


	Where and When

 

	Boulder
	Edwards
	Breckenridge

	Tuesday, June 1 
5:30-7:00 pm
Boulder Public Library
Canyon Theater
1000 Canyon Boulevard
Boulder, CO 80302
	Thursday, June 3 
5:30-7:00 pm
Battle Mountain High School
Auditorium 151 Miller Ranch Rd. 
Edwards, CO 81632
	Friday, June 4
12:00-1:30 pm
Colorado Mountain College, Breckenridge Campus
Community Auditorium
107 Denison Placer Road
Breckenridge, CO 80424


SPREAD THE WORD! Forward this email to your family, friends and associates to help protect our most treasured landscapes and water resources. Include a personal note asking them to take action for the Hidden Gems.









Other great ways you can help:

Visit the Congressman’s Frisco office during next month during office hours:

Tues, May 18 noon-3:00 pm
Tues, May 25  noon-3:00 pm


Call Rep. Polis’s local or Washington D.C. offices and let his staff know that you support the Hidden Gems proposal. See the sample call script below. Or click here for more details.
a. Summit County Office: 970-668-3240 
b. Boulder Office: 303-484-9596 
c. Washington D.C. Office 202-225-2161


Send an e-mail or hand-write a letter to Rep. Polis at feedback.polis@mail.house.gov, or P.O. Box 1453 , Frisco , CO 80443 . See the sample letter at the bottom of this e-mail that you can send to the Congressman, or use as an example to write your own.
Thank so much you for your help. 
Sample letter
 
 Dear Congressman: 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for the Hidden Gems Wilderness Proposal. This proposal offers us an opportunity to build on our state's legacy of environmental stewardship.
 
Wilderness is such an important part of what makes Colorado special. The Hidden Gems would protect nearly 250,000 acres of important low elevation habitat, and safeguard our wildlife and clean water. 
 
Over the years, the Hidden Gems Campaign has engaged in thoughtful and extensive outreach to all concerned groups, even their opponents, in order to ensure the proposal really is citizen generated.  Even if everybody doesn't agree, everyone has had a seat at the table. 
 
Now that the proposal is almost complete and it is clear there is broad-based support, it is time to designate the Hidden Gems as wilderness. As I am sure you know, the latest poll shows strong and diverse support for the Hidden Gems from residents of Colorado's 2nd Congressional District. 
 
Please do the right thing for our future generations and introduce the Citizens’ Proposed Hidden Gems Wilderness Proposal to Congress as soon as possible.
 
Yours truly,
 
YOUR NAME and HOME ADDRESS HERE
 
                        
 
Phone call talking points
 
Hi, my name is ___________ and I live in _________ and I am calling to express my strong support for the Hidden Gems Wilderness Proposal.
 
Wilderness is such an important part of what makes Colorado special. (Optional: share your personal reason you support Hidden Gems)
 
This is truly a community proposal and we are asking you to do the right thing for our future generations and introduce the Hidden Gems Wilderness Proposal to Congress as soon as possible.
 
Thank you for your consideration! 
The Hidden Gems Wilderness Campaign is seeking to protect the wild lands of the greater White River National Forest region. Check it out at www.whiteriverwild.org!

